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A Blok
"... why am I so interested in politics? If I were to answer you very simply I would say this: why shouldn't I be interested? That is to say, what blindness, what deafness, what density of ideology would have to weigh me down to prevent me from being interested in what is probably the most crucial subject to our existence, that is to say the society in which we live, the economic relations in which it functions, and the system of power which defines the regular forms and regular permissions and prohibitions of our conduct? The essence of our life consists, after all of the political functioning of the society in which we find ourselves." Michel Foucault

Overview:

This class will teach you about politics around the world, focusing on subjects like democracy, the political roots of economic development, and how Turkish political system compares to that of other countries. First, the course begins with an introduction to the theories and methods used in comparative politics—namely the “comparative method” and the “case study” approach. Second, the course continues with in-depth analyses of applied case studies or cross-national comparisons pertaining, but not limited, to Britain, France, Germany and the U.S. Third, the course comes to a close with a comparative assessment of how political systems (including the European Union) fare with respect to promoting democracy.

 This class first offers some basic analytical frameworks -- culture, social structure, and institutions -- that you can use examine a wide range of political outcomes. We then use these frameworks to understand (1) the relationship between democracy and economic development and (2) the relative centralization of political authority across countries. We will use theoretical arguments and a wide range of case studies to address several questions: Why are some countries democratic and others not? How does democracy affect economic development and political conflict? Why do some countries centralize power while others threaten to fall apart through secession and civil war? We will use examples from a wide range of countries including Argentina, Brazil, Germany, Iraq, Italy, Mexico, and the United States. The lessons drawn from these countries will prepare you to analyze other countries of your own choosing in the paper assignments. At the end of the course, you should be able to analyze political events around the world, drawing on the theoretical explanations provided in the class.

Course Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:

1.  Understand the underlying theories pertaining to the “comparative method” and the “case study” approach,

2.  Conceptually grasp the various nuances differentiating the various types of sub-disciplines within the field of political science, 

3.  Engage in the art of persuasion pertaining to a topical debate in comparative politics, 

4.  Enhance one’s critical reading, writing, thinking, and rhetorical skills,

5.  Deliver a power point and oral presentation,

6.  Comfortably respond to the Socratic Method,

7.  Construct a hypothesis,

8.  Formulate and articulate an argument,

9.  Anchor and/or buttress their argument with “smoking gun” evidence,

10. Prepare an annotated bibliography,

11. Express themselves—in their own words.

Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:

• Differentiate the sub-discipline of comparative politics from the other subdisciplines in political science,

• Comprehend the theoretical underpinnings of the “comparative method” and the “case study” approach,

• Understand the significance of comparison (namely the various forms of comparative analysis, types of comparative studies, and research strategies to develop theories),

• Execute case studies and progress from case materials to the theoretical implications of the comparisons.
Preliminaries and Requirements:

This course provides once-weekly lectures. Students should attend the classes. This is a lecture-based and section-based class: the information and skills that you need to complete your homework assignments and exams will be provided by the Professor. Nonetheless, you must read the materials we assign: they will help you garner a deeper and more complete understanding of the class. Check the course announcements/lectures for announcements on allocations and updates to the schedule. Students are expected to attend class regularly, read assigned materials before the date indicated in the syllabus and actively participate in class discussions. The exams will cover readings as well as lectures. 

We will have homeworks, a takehome for midterm exam and a paper for final exam, each will be presented in the exam week given below. Your final grade will be based on:

_ Midterm exam (40%): The midterm exam is scheduled on November 16-23, 2013 week. Takehome exam will be given on Week 9 due for Week 10. Papers will be written in academic article format and include references (Chicago style) and also bibliography (sources given in the course plan + other sources).
_ Final Exam (60%): The final exam will cover all the material discussed in class throughout

the semester. Final exam is scheduled to take place on January 11-24, 2014. Starting from Week 9, each of you will present a paper on the topic of the week. Please give the topic you want to present by the Week 3 on paper. Papers will be written in academic article format and include references (Chicago style) and also bibliography (sources given in the course plan + other sources used in the paper). Papers in written format will be given to the Professor in Final Exam week. The midterm and final exam times are firm. 
If you miss an exam due to some unavoidable documented illness or circumstance, we will administer one make-up. No documentation, no grade. In general, the homeworks will be due one week after they are assigned. They must be turned in for grading on time and on paper (no emails!). Every day late results in a grade level drop: A becomes B, B becomes C...

Grading: 

At the end of the semester, before asking me why you got the grade that you got, please, do ask yourself how your performance was for this course. Below is what University administration asks from the Professors to keep in mind while evaluating students’ performance:

AA: Excellent [Superb performance in assignments, full attendance, and the indication of the having done all the assigned readings.]

BA: Very Good.

BB: Somewhat good.
CB, CC: Varying degrees of acceptable/adequate performance during the course.
DC, DD: These grades imply less than adequate performance but they will enable the student to pass the course.

F: Less than minimally acceptable performance during the course.

FF: Failure as a result of not fulfilling more than 50% of the assignment requirements of the course.

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism: 

The University is very clear that students work is expected to be their own and that plagiarism is not tolerated. The same rules apply here: no assignment on which you receive a grade is to be collaborative/do not copy another individual's work, answers or ideas. Academic dishonesty is not tolerated and punished in accordance with the university regulations.  

Disciplinary action follows for those that choose to disobey these instructions.

The rules and regulations regarding academic honesty are:

1. Copying work from others or giving and receiving answers/information during exams either in written or oral form constitutes cheating.

2. Submitting take-home exams and papers of others as your own, using sentences or paragraphs from another author without the proper acknowledgement of the original author, insufficient acknowledgement of the consulted works in the bibliography, all constitute plagiarism. For further guidelines, you can consult http://web.gc.cuny.edu/provost/pdf/AvoidingPlagiarism.pdf
3. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will result in:

a) an automatic “F” for the assignment or the exam

b) an oral explanation before the Departmental Ethics Committee
c) losing the opportunity to request and receive any references etc.

If You Want to Get an ‘A’ in this course, YOU:

(1) should not skip any classes,

(2) should do the reading assignments regularly,

(3) should take notes while doing the readings (this will save you enormous amount of time when you are studying for the exams)

(4) should think critically and comparatively while doing the readings and listening to the lectures.

Apart from the medical excuses, excuses like “‘I have another exam/paper due the same day,’ ‘our family pet just passed away,’ ‘I broke up/quarreled with the girlfriend/boyfriend/spouse,’ ‘the alarm clock did not go off so couldn’t make it to the exam,’ I had to attend the meeting at the Student Council,’ or ‘I was organizing the Student Fest,’ etc.” will not be accepted as excuses that entitle the student for a makeup. To reiterate one more time, HEAVY WORKLOAD, EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES DO NOT JUSTIFY YOUR ABSENCE IN CLASS.

A note on Attendance and Grade-Beggars:

Based on University Policy, you are required to attend 70% of classes in one semester and you should obey that. 

And, please, after the final exam, don’t come up to me asking for a grade that you really didn’t deserve. I give my students more than enough chances to get good grades. If you can’t make good use of these opportunities this is absolutely your fault, not mine.

Syllabus and Plan: 

In general, we hope that this syllabus is an accurate plan of the classes and material that follow. Occasionally, changes may need to be made: your responsibility as a student is to keep yourself informed of all such changes and to be aware of exam and homework dates. Ignorance will not be an acceptable excuse.

Reading Questions: 

Before each class meeting, you are responsible to submit one question you derived from that week’s readings. In your judgment, this question should be a possible exam question. In other words, it should reflect the main insight(s) that need to be gained from the week’s readings and should thus be a good exam question. I will use some of the questions you submit (or modified versions of them) in the actual exams. Whoever submits a question that ends up being used in the actual exam will receive a bonus. While I find this exercise useful and encourage you to make an effort to write a good question, I also recommend against spending too much time on it as your main task is to reading and reflect on the readings. The questions are due at the beginning of each class meeting and should not be long (and can be very short).

Reading Reports: 

During the semester, you are responsible to submit 10, 1-2 pages-long critical reports on the required readings. The reports should identify, in one or two paragraphs, the main question(s) discussed by the readings. Try to identify the common and unifying themes and disagreements. Be succinct. The reports should then produce at least three good exam questions (i.e. capturing the essence of the readings) that can be derived from the readings. The reports are due at the beginning of each class meeting.

Assigned Texts and Journal Articles (JSTOR):

Almond, G., Powell, G., Dalton, R. & Strom, K. (2011). Comparative Politics Today. New York: Pearson Longman.

In addition, students are expected to keep up with the relevant journal literature in the leading political science journals, as well as journals and electronic media in their specialized areas of research. Major venues for comparative politics research in English are:

American Political Science Review, Annual Reviews of Political Science, World Politics, Journal of Comparative Politics, Comparative Political Studies, British Journal of Political Science, PS: Political Science and Politics, Journal of Democracy
COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1: Introduction

Week 2: What is Comparative Politics? What do political systems do? Comparing Political Systems, Comparative Methods
Assigned Readings: 
(1) Principles of comparative politics

(2) handbook-table-of-contents

(3) What is comparative politics

(4) What is comp pols-cambridge

(5) Almond, Chapter 1
(6) current issues in comparative macrosociology
Week 3: LINKING THEORY TO EVIDENCE: Comparative Theory and Research Design

Assigned Readings:

(1) Lijphart+(1971)

(2) Sartori+(1970)

(3) Geddes1

(4) The past and present of comparative politics

(5) Lieberman Nested
(6) Munck GT WP 2001
Week 4: RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY
Week 5: COMPARING POLITICAL SYSTEMS: Political Culture and Political Socialization
Assigned Readings:

(1) Almond, Chapters 2 and 3.

(2) Wedeen2002
(3) Eckstein1988
(4) wiarda
Week 6: COMPARING HOW CITIZENS ARTICULATE INTERESTS: Political Parties, elections
Assigned Readings:

(1) Almond, Chapters 4 and 5

(2) SL_elections

Week 7: COMPARING NATION-STATES: Democracies, states, development
Assigned Readings:

(1) The state as a conceptual variable
(2) Olson

(3) Jr_transitions

(4) mitchell-limits-of-state
(5) kuran.0130

(6) Jackson1982

(7) Wallerstein

(8) New Economics of Organization

(9) edc89-10
(10) Lipset+1959_APSR
Week 8: COMPARING GOVERNMENTS AND POLICY MAKING: Authoritarian regimes
Assigned Readings:

(1) Almond, Chapter 6

(2) AuthoritarianBreakdown_Geddes
(3) 10.1.1.37.1174
(4) 13510340600579359
(5) Krastev-22-2
(6) 311.full
Week 9: MIDTERM EXAM AS TAKEHOME

Week 10: BREAKDOWN OF THE STATE AND VIOLENCE: Revolts
Assigned Readings:

(1) 747

(2) 10.1.1.17.406
(3) 10.1.1.15.4031
(4) Hellman_Winners_Take_All
(5) Poverty, The Coup
(6) Way-22-4
(7) Barany-22-4
PRESENTATION: 

Week 11: ASSESSING POLITICS IN BRITAIN: Party Systems

Assigned Readings:

(1) Almond, Chapter 8
(2) British national identity
(3) http://www.rogerdarlington.me.uk/Britishpoliticalsystem.html
(4) http://www.rogerdarlington.co.uk/USvsUK.html
PRESENTATION: 
UNDERSTANDING THE FRENCH POLITICAL SYSTEM: Social Movements

Assigned Readings:

(1) Almond, Chapter 9
(2) http://www.rogerdarlington.me.uk/Frenchpoliticalsystem.html
(3) http://www.economist.com/node/13648369
(4) http://www.understandfrance.org/France/Society.html
Week 12: EXAMINING POLITICS IN GERMANY: Political Communication
Assigned Readings:

(1) Almond, Chapter 10
(2) http://www.rogerdarlington.me.uk/Germanpoliticalsystem.html
(3) http://www.tatsachen-ueber-deutschland.de/en/political-system.html
(4) http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,4021973,00.html
PRESENTATION: 

Week 13: INTRODUCING THE EUROPEAN UNION AS A NEW POLITICAL SYSTEM: European Union Enlargement
Assigned Readings:

(1) EU

(2) caramani_ch23
PRESENTATION: 
Week 14: MAKING ROOM FOR AMERICAN EXCEPTIONALISM: The American Political System
Assigned Readings:

(1) http://americanhistory.about.com/od/governmentandpolitics/a/amgovoverview.htm 

(2) http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/2009/dec/13/america-broken-political-system-obama
(3) the 1976 election and the american political system 
(4) Pei_Paradoxes_of_American_Nationalism
PRESENTATION: 
Week 15: PROMOTING DEMOCRACY: Comparing Definitions
Assigned Readings:

(1) modernization and modernity
(2) paradox in political participation
(3) 1992-Diamond-Economic Development
(4) FZakariaIlliberalDemocracy1997
(5) carothers_jod_2002
(6) gentina__Crisis_and_Democratic_Consolidation
(7) mcFaul
(8) liberalism and democracy
(9) defending democracy
PRESENTATION: 
Week 16: RELIGION AND POLITICS
Assigned Readings:

(1) Mobilising Political Islam
(2) 1_Europe
(3) Karamanl
(4) 1561

PRESENTATION:
January 11-24, 2014
FINAL EXAM WEEK
� Articles are uploaded to �HYPERLINK "http://eppam.weebly.com/research--publications.html"�http://eppam.weebly.com/research--publications.html� 





